CHAPTER XLI
WAR!
June and July: visit to Munich to view HoflrnannstahFs Jedermann.
Arrangements to transport the production to London. Co vent Garden
Opera House approached. Dr. Ethel Smyth's mysterious warning.
Flight of Germans from the Isle of Wight. British Navy's disappearance
into the unknown. Is it Der Tag? The Sarajevo pretext. "The Scrap
of Paper." "To fight or not to fight." Humiliating procrastination.
"We are in." Ominous phenomena over French coast, August 4th: War
and a marriage. "To act or not to act." Loyal support from Company.
Kitchener's first hundred thousand. War Lectures. Honours for recruit-
ing. The Legion of Frontiersmen. The Kaiser as a youth, and his
gardener. The Prince Imperial's "wowndes", My wife's work for
Lord Roberts* Workshops and motor ambulances for the Front, Touching
gifts of the humble. "Mrs. Martin-Harvey" kept busy in the streets o'
nights. * BuntyJ gives her life for her country* My wife's c Seaside Cottage
for Nurses' opened by H.R.H. Princess Beatrice: visited by Her Majesty
The Queen. "Bunny!" Erskine House Hospital inaugurated by my
wife. She visits the front and receives 1914 Star, Overseas, Red Cross,
1918 and Victory Medals, the latter with Palm, for services during the
War and is * Mentioned in Despatches/ Concerts at hospitals and work
for the Y.M.C.A. Rutland Harrington and the wounded Tommies. John
Kurkamp is suspected of spying: awkward revelations. Shadowed by
police during illness. His death. His devotion to my interests. Food
difficulty. Sir Thomas Lipton's help. * Grace' before meals by Bishop
Dunn. Motoring prohibited. Stephen Phillips and Armageddon. Sir
Charles Wyndham's letter to the Daily Telegraph; my grateful acknow-
ledgment.
WE closed our first Canadian tour at Quebec on May
20th, 1914. Events seemed to crowd upon each other
in the next three months* We were all rushing blindly
towards the great catastrophe.
My wife, in charge of my company, sailed for
home by the newly-commissioned Allan Liner
Calgarian.
I went down to New York with John to inspect
theatres possible for staging (Edipus, which I hoped to
take over the following autumn.
The Empress of Ireland, which sailed from Canada
about the same time as the Calgarian^ was sunk
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